WINTER
WARMERS
WE ALL LOVE FINDING WAYS
TO KEEP OURSELVES WARM
THROUGHOUT WINTER!
AND SO DO THE ANIMALS
AT THE ZOO.
When it starts getting a
little colder in Melbourne,
our Zoo Keepers make sure
the animals stay warm,
comfortable and enriched
with some great ideas and
fun activities.

Complete this quiz to find out which animal you
become when the weather gets cold.

DO YOU LIKE WINTER?
At Melbourne Zoo, the Asian Elephants enjoy warm
water drink fountains that have been installed in
their exhibits. Nine-year-old Mali regularly scoops
the heated water onto her body with her trunk to
give herself a warm shower.

DID YOU
KNOW?

The Orange-bellied
Parrot flies long
distances to avoid
winter.

NO!

YES!

When it gets cold
outside what do
you do?

Cuddle up with my
family for warmth

Sleep!

Do you still swim
when it’s cold?
For the zoo’s reptiles, thermal
imaging technology helps to
inform keepers about heat
distribution throughout a
reptile’s body and within their
surrounding environment.

Meerkats sit
under a heat
lamp to stay
warm on a cold
day at Werribee
Open Range
Zoo.

Ganyeka, one of Werribee Open Range Zoo’s Western
Lowland Gorillas, keeps warm with his favourite blue
blanket. The blankets are given to the gorillas for
protection from cold and rain and for adding to nests
that they make from wood, wool and hessian sacks.

YES, but I wear
a wetsuit or an
extra layer

Do you eat lots
of delicious
treats in winter?

NO!

No way!

PENGUIN

LION

Like the Little Penguin,
you can get through a
cold winter by huddling
together with your
friends and family to
keep warm. Penguins
keep warm in the water
thanks to a layer of fat
that sits under their
skin. When it gets really
cold, penguins fluff up
their feathers to trap air
for better insulation.

You love snuggling up
with your family to keep
warm just like Ilola and
Asali at Werribee Open
Range Zoo. Lions aren’t
particularly fond of the
cold but will lie out in
the sunshine or find a
warm spot to cuddle up.
On a cool morning you
might catch Ilola and her
siblings running outside,
stalking each other.

YES!

MOUNTAIN
PYGMY-POSSUM
If a big meal and a long
sleep sounds like a great
way to get through the cold
months then you’re more
like a Mountain Pygmypossum than you thought.
These native Australian
marsupials will double their
bodyweight in size before
settling down to hibernate
for 5–7 months.

SNOW
LEOPARD
You love the cold
just like our cubs
Sikari, Asha and
Manju. The thick fur
on their stomach
and long tail (which
they use as a
blanket from the
cold) help to keep
these big cats
warm during the
winter.

